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Welcome to First Presbyterian Church of
Berwick! We are glad that you are worshipping
with us today. If you are visiting for the first
time today, we invite you to sign the guest book
in the back of the sanctuary or scan the QR code
to fill it out digitally. Throughout the service,
the People make the responses in bold print.

PRELUDE

*CALL TO WORSHIP

The banqueting table is prepared, and God calls us to the feast.
We have come from east and west, from north and
south, to sit at Christ’s table.

Here compassion, love, and grace pour out like fine wine.
Here we taste the bread of life, bread for our journey.
There are gifts of God for all the people of God.

Let us taste and see that the Lord is good!

*HYMN #442 The Church’s One Foundation

1 The Church’s one foundation

Is Jesus Christ her Lord;

She is His new creation

By water and the word.

From heaven He came and sought her
To be His holy bride;

With His own blood He bought her
And for her life He died.

2 Elect from every nation,

Yet one o’er all the earth,

Her charter of salvation

One Lord, one faith, one birth;
One holy name she blesses,
Partakes one holy food,

2
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And to one hope she presses,
With every grace endued.

3 Though with a scornful wonder
This world sees her oppressed,

By schisms rent asunder,

By heresies distressed,

Yet saints their watch are keeping;
Their cry goes up, “How long?”
And soon the night of weeping
Shall be the morn of song.

4 Mid toil and tribulation,

And tumult of her war,

She waits the consummation
Of peace forevermore;

Till with the vision glorious
Her longing eyes are blest,

And the great church victorious
Shall be the church at rest.

5 Yet she on earth has union
With God the Three in One,
And mystic sweet communion
With those whose rest is won:
O happy ones and holy!

Lord, give us grace that we,
Like them, the meek and lowly,
May live eternally.

GATHERING PRAYER

Steadfast God,

as the seasons change, we know you to be ever-constant
and see that you are still at work in the world,

transforming hearts and situations.

You have shown us the true face of love in Jesus Christ,
reaching out with healing and hope to touch desperate lives.
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We praise you for your love that works for reconciliation
among neighbors and nations in this divided world.

May we see the face of Jesus as we break bread at his table.
Renew our hope by the gift of your Spirit at work among us,
so that we can live to praise you

as one God now and always

with the whole Church that bears Jesus’ name. Amen.

CALL TO CONFESSION
Confident of God’s grace and forgiveness, let us confess our
sin together:

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Almighty God,

you love us, but we have not always loved you.
You call, but we have not listened.

We walk away from neighbors in need,

wrapped in our own concerns.

We fail to condemn evil, prejudice, warfare, and
greed.

God of grace,

Forgive who we have been, amend who we are and
direct who we shall be

through Jesus Christ our Redeemer.

(Time for silent personal prayer for forgiveness ...)

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

Hear the good news! Who is in a position to condemn? Only
Christ — and Christ died for us; Christ rose for us, Christ reigns
in power for us, Christ prays for us. Believe the good news of
the gospel. In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven by God’s renewing
grace.

SPECIAL MUSIC

SCRIPTURE READING  Philippians 3:4b-14
Matthew 21:33-46

JOSEPH AND THE AMAZING
TECHNICOLOR DREAMCOAT
Tickets are on sale for this amazing show being held at the
Berwick High School Friday October 30t at 6:30pm,
Saturday October 315t at 2:00pm and Sunday,
November 15t at 2:00pm. It is full of high energy, amazing
cast members, and some fun costumes.

Because we are performing on Halloween, there will also be a
costume contest judge by some of our cast members. Tickets
are $15 each and can be purchase at this link
Ticket link: https://bcubed.ludus.com

RUN FOR THE DIAMONDS
The seasons are changing—pumpkins are everywhere, the
leaves will soon be turning, and sweater weather is on its
way! To get ahead of the rush, we are sending out an early
request for volunteers to help during the Run for the
Diamonds.

In addition to baked goods, we are also looking for helping
hands to set up the table, make and refill coffee carafes, tend
the concession table, and clean up afterward. Any amount of

time you can give would be greatly appreciated.

Please sign up on the volunteer sheet in the back of

the sanctuary, or contact the church office to let us

know when you can help.
Our concession table is appreciated year after year, and it is a
wonderful way to connect with our neighbors. Thank you for
helping make this tradition possible!

IN THE PULPIT
October 4 Rev. Nancy Hardy
October 11 Rev. Doug Orbaker
October 18 Tracy Fetzer
October 25 Dr. John Polhill

COMMUNION 2026
October 4
November 22
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I'd like to think so! No matter what, it reminds us that we
belong to one another.
What the world needs now is love, sweet love,
It's the only thing that there's just too little of
What the world needs now is love, sweet love.
No, not just for some but for everyone ...

What the world needs now is for us to come together to
answer the prophet Micah’s call, to do justice and to love
kindness and to walk humbly with our God. Our gifts help
share the love that the world needs now. Please give what
you can to the World Communion Offering.

For when we all do a little, it adds up to a lot.

This year, the way we share our World Communion
Offering through PC(USA) has changed. In past
years, 25% of the offering could be directed to a

nonprofit chosen by our congregation. This year, we

plan to submit a grant request so that we may
ntinue supporting the important work and needs
of Beyond Violence. We are grateful for the
generosity of our church family and for the
opportunity to continue serving our community
through this ministry of compassion and care.

Today is the final collection day for this offering.
Please use the special envelopes in your bulletin to
make your donations. Thank you in advance for
your continued support!

PHOTO SHOW
Join us today, from 3:00—5:00 p.m. downstairs for the
annual Photo Show. This marks the 5t year Journey Bank
has brought this special event to our community. We hope
you will stop by, enjoy the work of talented local
photographers, and celebrate the beauty and creativity found
right here in our area!

*GLORIA PATRI
SERMON Give Me Jesus

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
Nicene Creed, ecumenical version (hymnal, p. 15)

*HYMN#510 Jesus, Thou Joy of Loving Hearts vss. 1, 3, 4, 5

1 Jesus, Thou Joy of loving hearts,
Thou Fount of life, Thou Light of all,
From the best bliss that earth imparts
We turn, unfilled, to heed Thy call.

3 We taste Thee, O Thou living Bread,
And long to feast upon Thee still;

We drink of Thee, the Fountainhead,
And thirst our souls from Thee to fill.

4 Our restless spirits yearn for Thee,
Where'er our changeful lot is cast,

Glad when Thy gracious smile we see,
Blest when our faith can hold Thee fast.

5 O Jesus, ever with us stay,

Make all our moments calm and bright;
O chase the night of sin away,

Shed o'er the world Thy holy light.

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION

*CLOSING HYMN#439 In Christ There Is No East or West
USS. 1-3

t In Christ there is no east or west,
In Him no south or north;

But one great fellowship of love
Throughout the whole wide earth.



2 In Christ shall true hearts everywhere
Their high communion find;

His service is the golden cord,
Close-binding humankind.

3 Join hands, disciples of the faith,
Whate'er your race may be.

All children of the living God

Are surely kin to me.

*BENEDICTION

*MUSICAL BENEDICTION #439 In Christ There Is No East
or West vs.4

4 In Christ now meet both east and west,
In Him meet south and north;

All Christly souls are one in Him
Throughout the whole wide earth.

Today’s worship materials are taken from on-line resources published by
the Presbyterian Church of Canada.

Announcements

WELCOME BACK AND THANK YOU!
This morning we welcome back Rev. Nancy Hardy to the
pulpit. Welcome back Nancy and thank you for leading us in
worship this morning!

FUNERAL SERVICE
There will be a graveside service for Rev. Sally Dries who
passed away on January 25, 2026. It will be on Saturday,
October 10 2026 at 11:00 a.m. at Mountain Presbyterian
Cemetery, 2478 Boyles Run Road and Dornsife
Mountain Road, Sunbury PA 17801.

WORLD COMMUNION OFFERING
What the World Needs Now
Across the past few weeks, leading up to World Communion
Sunday, we have heard inspiring stories about our siblings in
Christ across the globe, engaged in God’s mission of
welcome, justice and hope.

These people, and so many others whose stories could be
shared, support the PC(USA)’s initiatives in racial justice,
gender justice, peacemaking, global witness, and ecumenical
and interfaith relations.

Through learning, fellowship and worship, we are preparing
ourselves for World Communion Sunday — the day when we
will gather at Christ’s table alongside Christians all around
the world and receive the World Communion Offering. The
prophet Micah’s charge to “love kindness” is uniquely
embodied when siblings the world over join hearts and
hands around Christ’s Table of grace.

In a world that often feels divided, there is a song from the
1960s that perfectly represents what this Offering is all
about. Maybe Burt Bacharach, who wrote it, and Dionne
Warwick, who sang it, were inspired by Micah — who knows?
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