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PRELUDE  I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light   

by Paul Manz 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP  
We are called to serve in the name of Jesus, God’s beloved 
Son. 
God calls us by name because we are beloved. 
God calls us to be a light to the nations. 
We wait for God’s teaching of mercy and justice.  
We are witnesses to God’s goodness and grace.  
In baptism God claims us in love.  May God’s name 
be praised! 
 
*HYMN #265 Great God, We Sing That Mighty Hand 
1 Great God, we sing that mighty hand 
By which supported still we stand; 
The opening year Your mercy shows; 
That mercy crowns it till it close. 

2 With grateful hearts the past we own; 
The future, all to us unknown, 
We to Your guardian care commit, 
And peaceful leave before Your feet. 

3 In scenes exalted or depressed, 
You are our joy, and You our rest; 

Welcome to First Presbyterian Church of Berwick! 
We are glad that you are worshipping with us 
today. If you are visiting for the first time today, we 
invite you to sign the guest book in the back of the 
sanctuary or scan the QR code to fill it out digitally. 
Throughout the service, the People make the 
responses in bold print. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 11 

Charles William Karmazin Jr. 
BettyAnn Kishbach 

The Kishbaugh Family 
Paul Moskaluk 
Alison Powlus 
Nancy Raber 

Lauren Sadock 
Jason Seltzer 
Martha Yost 
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SESSION MEETING 

The Session will hold its next meeting on Sunday, January 
18th immediately following worship. The meeting will take 
place in the lounge. All Session members are encouraged to 

attend. 
  

MEN’S BREAKFAST 
Don’t forget, men’s breakfast is held EVERY Wednesday 

at 7:30am downstairs in the kitchen. All men are welcome to 
attend, fill up on hot cooked grub, join in fellowship and do 

whatever it is that men do. 
 

IN THE PULPIT 
January 11 Rev. Nancy Hardy 

January 18 Rev. Steve Engelhardt 
January 25 Dr. John Polhill 

 
COMMUNION 2026 

January 11 
February 15 
February 18 

April 2 
April 5 
May 24 
May 31 

October 4 
November 22 
December 24  

PRAYER LIST 
Jerry and Jill Avery 
Bill and Shirley Birt 

Wade Casaldi and family 
Rev. Sally Dries 

Bob Feick Family 
Wilhelmina Hoover 

Bill Houck and family 
Tom & Barb Huntington 
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Your goodness all our hopes shall raise, 
Adored through all our changing days. 

GATHERING PRAYER 
Creator God,  
you formed the heavens and stretched them over us; 
you spread out the earth and made it fruitful.  
From your glory, you came to us in Jesus, your Son,  
to touch the earth with healing and hope.  
We praise you for all the gifts you have given us  
in Christ and in creation.  
In the strength of the Spirit, we come to renew our baptismal 
commitment to you, 
to serve in the name of Christ Jesus,   
who is one with you and the Holy Spirit, one God now and 
always.  Amen. 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
New years call us to new beginnings.  As we let go of the past, 
we can embrace the present and look to the future in hope.  
Let us confess our sin together. 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Merciful God,  
in baptism you promise us forgiveness and new life.  
We confess that we often prefer our old ways.  
We resist the new opportunities you set before us.  
We cling to harmful habits and nurse grudges,  
failing to forgive one another.  
Have mercy upon us, O God,  
and guide us to live with more grace and generosity 
through Christ our Lord.  (Silence) 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON   
Friends, hear the good news of the gospel. Before the world 
was made, we were chosen in Christ to be part of God’s family. 
God calls us to new life in Christ, so trust in God’s forgiveness 
and grace. Turn and follow Jesus in repentance and joy. 
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SPECIAL MUSIC Medley  arr. by Bill Wolaver 
 
SCRIPTURE READING Acts 10:34-43; Matthew 3:13-17 
 
*GLORIA PATRI 
 
SERMON    Beloved 
 
RENEWAL OF THE BAPTISMAL COVENANT 
Leader Let us confess the faith of our baptism. 
 
Leader Do you believe in God? 
All I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
Leader Do you believe in Jesus Christ? 
All I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our 

Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead.  On the 
third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 

Leader Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 
All I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 

church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting.  

Leader Do you reaffirm your renunciation of the powers of 
evil, and do you renew your profession that Jesus 
Christ is Lord? 

All I do, with the help of God. 
Leader Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and 

community, in the breaking of bread, and in the 
prayers? 

All I will, with the help of God. 
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NOTE OF THANKS 
(A gift of strawberries was sent to Sally Dries on behalf of 

the congregation for Christmas. Below is her response) 
To the good folks at First Presbyterian Berwick, thank you 

for the luscious berries. Yummy to say the least. 
Christmas love and blessings to you all. 

 
2026 SOUPER BOWL DAY OF CARING  

FEBRUARY 8 
PLAYOFFS?!?! NFL playoffs are here?! That means that the 
Super Bowl is not far off! And once again we are planning to 

hold our annual Souper Bowl Day of Caring Cookoff on 
Super Bowl Sunday, February 8. 

Each year on Super Bowl Sunday we celebrate with one 
another immediately after worship and well before the start 
of the big game by enjoying a wonderful selection of soups, 

chowders, and chilies created by our very own members. In a 
spirit of friendly competition, after sampling each entry, we 
cast our vote for our personal favorite. Bragging rights are at 

stake here, and the chef who receives the most votes is 
awarded a very prestigious Souper Bowl Day of Caring award 
and is forever immortalized by enshrinement in the Berwick 

Presbyterian Soup Hall of Fame located in our church 
basement. Past champions include Nancy Dietterick, Alison 
Hause, the Deacons, the Youth Group, and Jen White. Can 
anyone dethrone Nancy (our very own Saquon Barkley of 
fine soup-making) Dietterick for this year’s title? We shall 

see! 
We need volunteers who can whip up a great soup, chowder, 

or chili. If you’re not into that we would surely welcome a 
dessert. So, dig out your favorite recipes! Other soups not 

entered in the cookoff will be available for purchase to take 
home. Monetary donations will gladly be accepted, and any 

monies received will be donated to our local food pantry. 
And don’t forget to wear the gear/apparel/colors of your 

favorite team…NFL, college, or high school, even if you’re 
not into who’s playing in the big game that day. Show your 

spirit and let’s have some fun!!!! 
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Announcements 
WELCOME BACK AND THANK YOU! 

This morning we welcome back Rev. Nancy Hardy to the 
pulpit. Welcome back Nancy and thank you for leading us in 

worship this morning! 
 

PER CAPITA 
Our per capita cost for 2026 is $37.09. This is a fundamental 
way we share equally in the expenses of coming together as 

part of the Presbyterian Church. Our congregation 
contributes an amount based on our total membership each 

year, and these funds support both administrative and 
mission-related work. In the envelope set distributed to each 
member, you will find a designated per capita envelope. We 

invite you to use it to help us cover this cost. 
 

ZOOM WORSHIP LINK 
Due to email complications the Zoom link has been 

simplified and will be sent out Saturday evening for 
everyone to logon for Sunday worship. Email will be sent out 
weekly on Saturday evening from the office email address to 

be sure everyone gets the information. Please 
save/bookmark this link so it is easy for you to find 
each week. If you have any problems logging on, please let 
us know as early as possible. To reach us Sunday morning 
please use this email address: fpcbwkworship@gmail.com. 

 
CARD SHOWER 

We invite you to participate in a card shower for Janice and 
her husband, Paul Moskaluk. As Paul is currently 

experiencing health challenges, expressions of support 
through cards and prayers would be most appreciated. 

Should you wish to send a note or card, their mailing address 
is: 130 Moskaluk Road, Berwick, PA 18603. 
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Leader Will you continue to strive for justice and peace 
among all people and respect the dignity of every 
human being? 

All I will, with the help of God. 
Leader Let us pray. 
 
We give thanks, Holy God, that before the world was formed, 
your spirit moved over the face of the waters, and from the 
chaos of the deep you created order and life….  We ask you to 
bless us and this water that it may be to us an affirming sign 
of our baptism into Christ and a reminder of your promise of 
cleansing and forgiving grace.  
 

The water is poured. 
 
All We thank you that you have claimed us as 

your own in baptism and have rebirthed us 
anew through the Holy Spirit.  Renew our 
commitment to love you with heart and mind 
and soul and strength, and to love our 
neighbors as ourselves.  Amen. 

Leader Remember your baptism and give thanks. 
 
(This remembrance of baptism is found in F. Russell Mitman’s Blessed 
by the Presence of God, The Pilgrim Press, Cleveland, 2007, pp. 27-29.) 
 
*HYMN#492 Baptized in Water 
1 Baptized in water, 
Sealed by the Spirit, 
Cleansed by the blood of Christ, our King; 
Heirs of salvation, 
Trusting the promise, 
Faithfully now God's praises we sing. 

2 Baptized in water, 
Sealed by the Spirit, 
Dead in the tomb with Christ, our King; 
One with his rising, 

mailto:fpcbwkworship@gmail.com
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Freed and forgiven 
Thankfully now God's praises we sing. 

3 Baptized in water, 
Sealed by the Spirit, 
Marked with the sign of Christ, our King; 
Born of the Spirit, 
We are God's children, 
Joyfully now God's praises we sing. 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
  
*HYMN OF PARTING #508 For the Bread Which You Have 

Broken,, vss. 1-3 
1 For the bread which You have broken, 
For the wine which You have poured, 
For the words which You have spoken, 
Now we give You thanks, O Lord. 

2 By this promise that You love us, 
By Your gift of peace restored, 
By Your call to heaven above us, 
Hallow all our lives, O Lord. 

3 With the saints who now adore You 
Seated at the heavenly board, 
May the Church still waiting for You 
Keep love’s tie unbroken, Lord. 

*BENEDICTION 
 
*MUSICAL BENEDICTION #508 For the Bread Which You 

Have Broken, vs. 4 
4 In Your service, Lord, defend us; 
In our hearts keep watch and ward; 
In the world to which You send us 
Let Your kingdom come, O Lord. 
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Portions of this service were adapted from on-line resources of the 
Presbyterian Church of Canada. 
 
 
*Please stand if you are able. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


